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Unemployment Rate | PEOPLE Seasonally adjusted 

 November 2018  October 2018  September 2018 

St. Louis MSA 3.3% č 3.2% č 3.1% 

Illinois 4.2% ÌÌ 4.2% č 4.1% 

Missouri 3.0% Ď 3.1% Ď 3.2% 

United States 3.7% ÌÌ 3.7% ÌÌ 3.7% 

Payroll Employment | JOBS 
Seasonally adjusted 

 November 2018 
Job Change 
Over-the-Month 

Percent Change  
Over-the-Month 

 

St. Louis MSA 1,388,900  0 0.0% ÌÌ 

Illinois 6,136,500 5,900 0.1% č 

Missouri 2,911,900 -1,200 0.0% ÌÌ 

United States    149,893,000  155,000 0.1% č 

OVERVIEW 
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics1    

   

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics2 

 The nationôs seasonally adjusted unemployment rate was 3.7 percent in November 2018 unchanged from  
September and October. The St. Louis MSAôs seasonally adjusted unemployment rate was 3.3 percent, up from 
3.2% in October. The regionôs unemployment remains below the national rate. 
  
Nationally, the preliminary seasonally adjusted nonfarm employment numbers for November payroll employment 
increased by 155,000 jobs for an over-the-month increase of 0.1 percent. The regionôs seasonally adjusted payroll 
employment was flat, with no jobs added or lost. 
  
The regionôs not seasonally adjusted payroll employment data series showed modest expansion in employment. 
Over-the-year unadjusted job data from November 2017 to November 2018 shows that total employment in the  
region rose by 7,800 jobs, a 0.6 percent increase. During the same period, national employment grew by 1.6  
percent.  
 
The peer markets in this report have been updated to reflect the markets that the St. Louis region currently  
competes with for economic development projects. Please contact me if you would like to add a market to the new 
peer list. 
 
This summary is available on the Economic Overview page of the St. Louis Regional Chamber website 
http://www.stlregionalchamber.com/regional-data/economy. The next summary will be available January 30, 2019. 
 
Please note that the preliminary data presented in this summary is subject to change. One monthôs data does not  
necessarily indicate a trend. Refer to page 4 to see long-term unemployment trends and page 7 to see nonfarm  
employment trends since 1993. 

 
. 



ST. LOUIS, MO-IL MSA LABOR FORCE  
Not seasonally adjusted 

 
 MONTHLY ANNUAL AVERAGE 

 
November 
2018 (P) 

November 
2017 

Percent 
Change 

2017 2016 
Percent 
Change 

 

Total Civilian Labor 
Force 

1,461,917  1,451,968  0.7% 1,458,398 1,471,655 -0.9%  

Total Employed 1,419,060  1,404,494  1.0% 1,403,802 1,403,809 0.0%  

Total Unemployed 42,857  47,474  -9.7% 54,596 67,846 -19.5%  

Unemployment Rate 2.9% 3.3% -- 3.7% 4.6% --  

 
 
UNITED STATES LABOR FORCE 
Not seasonally adjusted 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Total Civilian Labor 
Force 

162,665,000 160,466,000 1.4% 160,320,000 159,187,000 0.7%  

Total Employed 157,015,000 154,180,000 1.8% 153,337,000 151,436,000 1.3%  

Total Unemployed 5,650,000 6,286,000 -10.1% 6,983,000 7,751,000 -9.9%  

Unemployment Rate 3.5% 3.9% -- 4.4% 4.9% --  

 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics4 

Labor Force & Unemployment Rates | PEOPLE 

Snapshot 
ST. LOUIS UNEMPLOYMENT 
 

From November 2017 to November 2018, the number of employed persons in the St. Louis 
region increased by nearly 14,600 and the labor force increased by nearly 10,000. 
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MONTHLY ANNUAL AVERAGE 

November 
2018 (P) 

November 
2017 

Percent 
Change 

2017 2016 
Percent 
Change 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics3  

 



U.S. Metros 
RATE CHANGE 
 

 

Unemployment rate 

change: November 

2017 to November 

2018 

 
388 metropolitan areas total 

Lower       290        
Unchanged        29         
Higher          69    
 

JOBLESS RATE 
 
One hundred and four 

areas registered rates of 

less than 3%. 

 
Two areas registered 

rates of at least 10%. 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics5 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics6 

Note: Monthly data are not seasonally adjusted and  November 2018 rates are preliminary.  
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Unemployment Trends | PEOPLE 
Not seasonally adjusted 

Snapshot 
NATIONAL  
COMPARISON 
 

The St. Louis MSA  
unemployment rate  
continues to track below 
the national  
unemployment rate. 

Unemployment by Peer Markets | PEOPLE 
Not seasonally adjusted 
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Geographic Distribution of Unemployment Rates | PEOPLE 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics7  

Note: Monthly data are not seasonally adjusted and November 2018 rates are preliminary 

November 2018 



AREA 

CURRENT MONTH -  NOVEMBER 2018 (P) YEAR AGO - NOVEMBER 2017 

Labor Force Employment 
Unemployment 

Labor Force Employment 
Unemployment 

Number Rate Number Rate 

United States 162,665,000 157,015,000 5,650,000 3.5% 160,466,000 154,180,000 6,286,000 3.9% 

Illinois 6,521,690 6,251,308 270,382 4.1% 6,494,157 6,198,125 296,032 4.6% 

Missouri 3,045,706 2,968,995 76,711 2.5% 3,031,261 2,937,063 94,198 3.1% 

St. Louis, MO-IL 1,461,917 1,419,060 42,857 2.9% 1,451,968 1,404,494 47,474 3.3% 

Missouri Counties in St. Louis, MO-IL        

Franklin 52,023 50,746 1,277 2.5% 52,005 50,357 1,648 3.2% 

Jefferson 116,169 113,340 2,829 2.4% 115,884 112,478 3,406 2.9% 

Lincoln 26,921 26,207 714 2.7% 26,832 26,006 826 3.1% 

St. Charles 219,600 215,064 4,536 2.1% 218,866 213,425 5,441 2.5% 

St. Louis County 525,802 512,938 12,864 2.4% 524,432 509,031 15,401 2.9% 

Warren 17,275 16,893 382 2.2% 17,235 16,764 471 2.7% 

St. Louis City 154,594 149,918 4,676 3.0% 154,553 148,778 5,775 3.7% 

       Illinois Counties in St. Louis, MO-IL 

Bond 7,390 7,057 333 4.2% 7,774 7,471 303 3.9% 

Calhoun 2,391 2,264 127 5.3% 2,345 2,225 120 5.1% 

Clinton 20,614 19,920 694 3.4% 20,210 19,573 637 3.2% 

Jersey 11,142 10,637 505 4.5% 10,901 10,443 458 4.2% 

Macoupin 23,505 22,391 1,114 4.7% 23,033 21,999 1,034 4.5% 

Madison 136,283 130,409 5,874 4.3% 133,522 127,913 5,609 4.2% 

Monroe 18,823 18,171 652 3.5% 18,393 17,828 565 3.1% 

St. Clair 128,845 122,565 6,280 4.9% 125,983 120,203 5,780 4.6% 

Missouri Cities of 20,000 or more in St. Louis, MO-IL      

Arnold 11,555 11,228 267 3.3% 11,523 11,202 321 2.8% 

Ballwin 16,891 16,581 310 1.8% 16,845 16,455 390 2.3% 

Chesterfield 24,811 24,322 489 2.0% 24,725 24,136 589 2.4% 

Ferguson 9,705 9,331 374 3.9% 9,671 9,260 411 4.2% 

Florissant 27,921 27,153 768 2.8% 27,841 26,946 895 3.2% 

Hazelwood 13,681 13,305 376 2.7% 13,648 13,204 444 3.3% 

Kirkwood 15,750 15,457 293 1.9% 15,683 15,339 344 2.2% 

Maryland Heights  16,058 15,713 345 2.1% 15,984 15,593 391 2.4% 

O'Fallon 48,362 47,397 965 2.0% 48,187 47,036 1,151 2.4% 

St. Charles 38,308 37,425 883 2.3% 38,204 37,140 1,064 2.8% 

St. Louis 154,594 149,918 4,676 3.0% 154,553 148,778 5,775 3.7% 

St. Peters 34,031 33,342 689 2.0% 33,900 33,088 812 2.4% 

University City 18,633 18,162 471 2.5% 18,559 18,024 535 2.9% 

Webster Groves 12,616 12,398 218 1.7% 12,592 12,303 289 2.3% 

Wentzville 20,163 19,749 414 2.1% 20,076 19,598 478 2.4% 

Wildwood 19,012 18,651 361 1.9% 18,966 18,509 457 2.4% 

Illinois Cities of 25,000 or more in St. Louis, MO-IL 

Alton 11,746 11,072 674 5.7% 11,515 10,860 655 5.7% 

Belleville 22,611 21,603 1,008 4.5% 22,235 21,186 1,049 4.7% 

Collinsville 13,080 12,522 558 4.3% 12,854 12,282 572 4.4% 

East St. Louis 9,251 8,472 779 8.4% 9,024 8,309 715 7.9% 

Edwardsville 13,675 13,197 478 3.5% 13,400 12,944 456 3.4% 

Granite City 13,427 12,769 658 4.9% 13,161 12,525 636 4.8% 

O'Fallon 14,128 13,517 611 4.3% 13,845 13,257 588 4.2% 
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Civilian Labor Force | PEOPLE 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics8 

 



  ST. LOUIS MSA UNITED STATES 

Year 
Nonfarm 
Employment 

Change 
Percent 
Change 

Nonfarm  
Employment 

Change 
Percent 
Change 

1993 1,177,400  16,500  1.4% 110,935,000  2,133,000  2.0% 

1994 1,209,600  32,200  2.7% 114,398,000  3,463,000  3.1% 

1995 1,229,500  19,900  1.6% 117,407,000  3,009,000  2.6% 

1996 1,250,400  20,900  1.7% 119,836,000  2,429,000  2.1% 

1997 1,274,700  24,300  1.9% 122,951,000  3,115,000  2.6% 

1998 1,295,700  21,000  1.6% 126,157,000  3,206,000  2.6% 

1999 1,312,300  16,600  1.3% 129,240,000  3,083,000  2.4% 

2000 1,327,000  14,700  1.1% 132,024,000  2,784,000  2.2% 

2001 1,328,400  1,400  0.1% 132,087,000  63,000  0.0% 

2002 1,321,600  (6,800) -0.5% 130,649,000  (1,438,000) -1.1% 

2003 1,312,500  (9,100) -0.7% 130,347,000  (302,000) -0.2% 

2004 1,312,100  (400) 0.0% 131,787,000  1,440,000  1.1% 

2005 1,328,100  16,000  1.2% 134,051,000   2,264,000  1.7% 

2006 1,341,800  13,700  1.0% 136,453,000  2,402,000  1.8% 

2007 1,350,900  9,100  0.7% 137,999,000  1,546,000  1.1% 

2008 1,347,300  (3,600) -0.3% 137,242,000  (757,000) -0.5% 

2009 1,290,700  (56,600) -4.2% 131,313,000  (5,929,000) -4.3% 

2010 1,281,300  (9,400) -0.7% 130,361,000  (952,000) -0.7% 

2011 1,293,600  12,300  1.0% 131,932,000  1,571,000  1.2% 

2012 1,294,300  700  0.1% 134,175,000  2,243,000  1.7% 

2013 1,303,900  9,600  0.7% 136,381,000  2,206,000  1.6% 

2014 1,319,800  15,900  1.2% 138,958,000  2,577,000  1.9% 

2015 1,344,800  25,000  1.9% 141,843,000  2,885,000  2.1% 

2016 1,363,700 18,900 1.4% 144,352,000 2,204,000 1.8% 

2017 1,377,400 13,700 1.0% 146,624,000 2,272,000 1.6% 

1993 - 2017 Total Change 200,000 17.0% Total Change  35,689,000 32.2% 

Compound Annual Growth Rate 0.66% Compound Annual Growth Rate 1.17% 
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Nonfarm Employment | JOBS 
Not seasonally adjusted 

 

ST. LOUIS MSA UNITED STATES 

Year November 
 Over-the-year 
change 

Percent  
Change 

November 
Over-the-year 
change 

Percent 
Change 

2017 1,393,000 11,500 0.8% 148,783,000 2,301,000 1.5% 

2018 1,400,800 7,800 0.6% 151,232,000 2,490,000 1.6% 

 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics9 

Nonfarm Employment | JOBS 
Not seasonally adjusted 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics10 



Employment Trends by Industry Sector | JOBS 
Not seasonally adjusted 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics13 
Note: Monthly data are not seasonally adjusted and  October 2018 rates are preliminary 

CHANGE IN NONFARM EMPLOYMENT BY SECTOR 
ST. LOUIS MSA, NOVEMBER 2017 TO NOVEMBER 2018 
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PERCENT CHANGE IN NONFARM EMPLOYMENT BY SECTOR 
U.S. AND ST. LOUIS MSA, NOVEMBER 2017 TO NOVEMBER 2018 


