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St. Louis Quality Of Life 
 
The St. Louis region perfectly balances convenience and affordability with the 
educational, cultural, and recreational opportunities of a major metropolitan area.  While 
St. Louis is the 20th largest metro area in the U.S., it’s a very livable area made up of 
many smaller, distinct neighborhoods and communities.  It’s known as a good place to 
raise a family and won the 2008 All American City award. 
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Arts and Cultural Opportunities 
 
The St. Louis region is a national center for conventions as well as tourism.  The 
tourism industry brought a total of 25 million visitors to St. Louis City and County in 
2015, according to Explore St. Louis.1  Among the most notable attractions is the 
Gateway Arch, part of the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial. 
 
A $380 million project to upgrade and expand the Gateway Arch  grounds at the 
Jefferson National Expansion Memorial downtown is scheduled for completion by 2017.  
This comprehensive renovation, based on an international design competition, will 
expand and renew the museum and reconnect the Arch grounds with downtown.  The 
local public funding portion of the project has passed as part of a regional parks 
initiative.2 
 
St. Louis has a great number of attractions with free admission.  St. Louis is the only city 
that has free admission for both kids and parents at zoo’s, science centers, art 
museums, and history museums.3  These include all of the museums and the zoo in 
Forest Park, as well as the Anheuser-Busch  brewery tour, Grant’s Farm,  Arch, and 
many others. The city prides itself on providing free admission to world- class cultural 
and educational attractions. 
 
The St. Louis region has a wide range of arts activities and events that bring visitors to 
the region.  A 2012 national study found over three million annual out of region 
attendees spent $105 million at St. Louis metro area arts and cultural events.4  Notable 
arts events include the Saint Louis Art Fair  which ranked second in the ArtFair 
SourceBook's ranking of over 600 juried Fine Art Events for 2010. 
 
St. Louis is fortunate to be home to the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra , the second 
oldest in the U.S.  They perform in historic Powell Symphony Hall in the Grand Center 
Arts District.  The Symphony tours both nationally and internationally including recent 
acclaimed appearances at Carnegie Hall.  Symphony recordings have won seven 
Grammy Awards and received numerous nominations.5 
 

                                                 
1  “St. Louis Rethinks Tourism Marketing in Response to Ferguson Violence” Skift, Sept. 9, 2016, 
https://skift.com/2016/09/09/st-louis-rethinks-tourism-marketing-in-response-to-ferguson-violence/, Accessed 9/9/16. 
2  “Passage of Proposition P Provides Funding for Accessibility and Safety at the Arch Grounds” The City 
+ The Arch + The River 2015, http://www.cityarchriver.org/2013/04/03/passage-of-proposition-p-provides-
funding-for-accessibility-and-safety-at-the-arch-grounds/, Accessed 4/8/13. 
3  “St. Louis Free Attractions – How We Compare” St. Louis Convention & Visitors Commission, 1/17/11, 
www.explorestlouis.com/2012/01/17/st-louis-free-attractions-how-we-compare/, Accessed 1/30/12. 
4  “Arts and Economic Prosperity IV” Americans for the Arts, 2012, p. B-145, 
http://www.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/pdf/information_services/research/services/economic_impact/ae
piv/NationalStatisticalReport.pdf, Accessed 10/7/15. 
5  “St. Louis Symphony History” St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, www.stlsymphony.org, Accessed 2/11/15. 
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The National Blues Museum  opened in downtown St. Louis in April 2016.  This much 
anticipated addition to St. Louis’ cultural institutions explores this American art form and 
St. Louis’ role in its development. 
 
Sports and Recreation 
 
St. Louis is a major center for sports with The Sporting News naming it the nation’s 
“Best Baseball City” in 2005.  It is home to the Cardinals and Blues professional sports 
franchises, along with many other popular professional teams.  Its central location and 
world-class venues have also supported St. Louis as a popular host city to numerous 
national NCAA and other championships.  St. Louis also has innumerable amateur 
sporting events, teams, and parks. 
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Forest Park  is one of the largest urban parks in the U.S. at 1,300 acres and includes 
the art and history museums, science center, and the St. Louis Zoo - all free.  A 600 
mile network of hiking and bicycle trails and greenways that follows the area’s great 
rivers, “The River Ring,” is currently being developed by the Great Rivers Greenway 
District.6 
 
St. Louis is located at the confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers.  A wide 
range of state parks, lakes, and rivers ideal for canoeing, are nearby.  They include the 
Ozark National Scenic Riverways, established by Congress in 1964 as the nation’s first 
scenic waterway.  St. Louis is also home to the Missouri Botantical Garden  a world-
renowned plant science research center. Its 79-acres are open to the public and include 
a formal English garden, a traditional Japanese garden, a Chinese garden, the Flower 
Trail garden; and the Climatron, the first geodesic-domed green house in North 
America.7 

 
Ballpark Village 
 
One of the most prominent downtown developments in recent years was the 
construction of the new $280 million Busch Stadium , a retro-style ballpark, opened in 
2006. It hosted the Cardinals’ World Series victory that year and the All-Star Game in 
                                                 
6  “River Ring,” Great Rivers Greenway. http://www.greatrivers.info. Accessed 7/14/10. 
7  Missouri Botanical Garden. http://www.mobot.org/. Accessed 7/14/10. 
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2009.  The redevelopment of the land opened up by moving the stadium into a new 
mixed use “Ballpark Village ” project has begun.  The first phase of the $700 million 
mixed-use project opened in 2014.  This $100 million phase includes 100,000 square 
feet of retail and entertainment space including the Cardinals Hall of Fame museum.8  
In 2016, the Cardinals proposed the next $220 million phase.  It will include a 29-story 
luxury apartment tower and a new Class A office building with additional retail space to 
be completed by 2019.9 
 
Summary 
 
St. Louis has a remarkable quality of life.  This is a place where people can live where 
they work.  New residents are consistently impressed by the region’s distinctive 
character — the way in which it combines the business, cultural, and recreational assets 
of a major metropolis with surprising affordability, convenience, access, and sense of 
community. 
 

                                                 
8  “Play Ball: Phase 1 of Ballpark Village Finally Begins” St. Louis Business Journal, Feb. 8, 2013, 
http://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/blog/2013/02/play-ball-phase-1-of-ballpark-village.html, Accessed 5/10/13. 
9  “Cardinals Propose $220 Million Ballpark Village Expansion” St. Louis Business Journal, Oct. 25, 2016, 
http://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/news/2016/10/25/cardinals-propose-220-million-ballpark-village.html, Accessed 
10/25/16. 


